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W H I C H O F G O V .  

W I L L H E A D A M A N T L Y D E N Y T O NI G H T? 
 

The main question  is not whether the Republican candidates demand 
the President remove the trigger compelling Congress to act to reduce the deficit  we know they 
will.  The main question is which of Governor  

 their intentions clear regarding Iraq and 
the war on terror:  They would retreat, declare defeat.  And the consequence would be 

 

 

In recent weeks, Romney released a foreign policy agenda that failed to outline a mission for our 
troops in Iraq or a timetable for withdrawal  leaving them there indefinitely.  And Romney 
attacked the President for keeping his promise to end the war in Iraq. 

Will that same Mitt Romney show up tonight?  Or will he do what he has done on so many other 
issues and reinvent himself before our eyes? 

In a recent debate, Ro

care system 

 



But this penchant for changing positions is of particular concern on matters of national security.  
A Commander-in-Chief only gets one chance to get it right.  But Mitt Romney has been on all 
sides of the key foreign policy issues facing our nation today: 
 

 
the President stood up for American workers and enforced trade laws against China, 

companies from foreign competition may make good politics by repaying unions for 
their support of his campaign, but it is decidedly bad for the nation and our workers. 

 
 On Libya, Romney gave a series of convoluted statements  supportive and critical of 

military action, and for and against the removal of Qaddafi.   
 On Afghanistan, while declining to outline his own strategy to wind down the war, 

Romney has been for and against a timetable to withdraw our troops. 
 Romney criticized the President for making clear he would go after terrorists in Pakistan 

if the Pakistanis couldn't or wouldn't  a strategy that ultimately resulted in the 
elimination of Osama bin Laden. 
 

Past is never present with Mitt Romney -- he will say and stand for anything to win.  The only 
ue. 

 

 
 

The War On T er ror . They Would Retreat, Declare Defeat. And The Consequence Of That 
Would Be Devastation. It Would Mean Attacks On America, Launched From Safe Havens That 
Would Make Afghanistan Under The Taliban Look Like Child's Play. About This, I Have No 

intentions clear regarding Iraq and the war on terror: They would retreat, declare defeat. And the 
consequence of that would be devastating. It would mean attacks on America, launched from 
safe havens that would make Afghanistan under the Taliban look like child's play. About this, I 
ha  

Barack Obama Wasn't President. We'd Have Been Out Of There And Al-Qaeda Would Have 
  ith taxes on savings and 

investment accounts for Americans with incomes less than $200,000. He also attacked leading 



say the other day she'd represent change, and she would. I don't like the direction that she'd want 

heavens Barack Obama wasn't president. We'd have been out of there and Al-Qaeda would have 
been dancing in th  
 

R O M N E Y PR OPOSE D N O PL A N F O R IR A Q BU T C RI T I C I Z E D O B A M A F O R 
W I T H DR A W IN G T R O OPS 

 

R O M N E Y A T T A C K E D PR ESID E N T O B A M A F O R H IS D E C ISI O N T O W I T H DR A W 
T R O OPS F R O M IR A Q 

 

Romney A ttacked President Obama Over H is Decision To Withdraw T roops F rom 
I raq.  

n Iraq 
has unnecessarily put at risk the victories that were won through the blood and sacrifice of 
thousands of American men and women. The unavoidable question is whether this decision is 
the result of a naked political calculation or simply sheer ineptitude in negotiations with the Iraqi 
government. The American people deserve to hear the recommendations that were made by our 

10/21/11] 
 

ST R A T E G Y F O R IR A Q  -- W O U L D L E A V E T R O OPS T H E R E IND E F INI T E L Y 
W I T H O U T A M ISSI O N 

 

 I raq Said Only That It Would Be 

-
Establish A Lasting Relationship With I raq. elopments, it is impossible 
to forecast what conditions in Iraq will confront the next American president in January 2013. 
Mitt Romney will enter office seeking to use the broad array of our foreign-policy tools  
diplomatic, economic, and military  to establish a lasting relationship with Iraq and guarantee 

Foreign Policy White Paper, 10/7/11] 
 

SPE E C H A ND M E N T I O N E D 11 C O UN T RI ES M O R E T H A N IR A Q 
 

http://mittromney.com/news/press/2011/10/romney-president-obamas-decision-withdraw-troops-iraq
http://mittromney.com/blogs/mitts-view/2011/10/american-century-strategy-secure-americas-enduring-interests-and-ideals


 Afghanistan, 
and elsewhere fighting the war against terrorism.  
[Transcript Of Romney's Foreign Policy Speech, 10/7/11] 

 Countries Mentioned More Than Iraq: Afghanistan (3), Iran (6), Israel (6), Pakistan (2), 
China (2), Russia (2), Venezuela (3), Cuba (4), Mexico (2), United Kingdom (3), and Greece 
(2).  
 

R O M N E Y F L IP-F L OPPE D O N B E IN G T O U G H O N C H IN A 

R O M N E Y C RI T I C I Z E D O B A M A F O R E N F O R C IN G T R A D E L A WS A G A INST 
 

 

  end American tire companies from 
foreign competition may make good politics by repaying unions for their support of his 
campaign, but it is decidedly bad for the nation and our workers. Protectionism stifles 

rican Greatness), Page 119 (audio 
available)]  

 
 

 In an 
actions would be 

on China.  --when you negotiate, you let them know that you're 
willing to take whatever action is necessary, and that would include, for instance, if they've 
stolen intellectual property on a particular series of goods that you're going to put tariffs on their 

 
 

R O M N E Y W AS A L L O V E R T H E M AP O N L IB Y A 

F IRST , R O M N E Y W AS SUPPO R T I V E O F L IB Y A A C T I O N 
 

  I Support Our Troops There And The Mission 
 

 Hugh 
Hewitt, 3/21/11] 
 

http://blogs.wsj.com/washwire/2011/10/07/text-of-mitt-romneys-speech-on-foreign-policy-at-the-citadel/
https://dncwebmail.dnc.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=1ca4424c2ebe419a8be0a619a7c2e717&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.hughhewitt.com%2ftranscripts.aspx%3fid%3de3bf5a59-b9c6-4a10-846b-f573a9a9d74d
https://dncwebmail.dnc.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=1ca4424c2ebe419a8be0a619a7c2e717&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.hughhewitt.com%2ftranscripts.aspx%3fid%3de3bf5a59-b9c6-4a10-846b-f573a9a9d74d


T H E N , R O M N E Y W E N T SI L E N T O N L IB Y A , R E F USIN G T O T A K E A POSI T I O N 
 

Position On L ibya. 
policy problem as the United States and its NATO allies enforce a no-fly zone to help rebels oust 
Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi. After his speech, Romney refused to take questions from 
reporters about his position on Libya. Instead, he and his wife, Ann, fled down a hallway and 

Las Vegas Review Journal, 
4/2/11] 
 

 Romney Deflected A 

as h Las Vegas Review Journal, 
4/2/11] 
 

T H E N R O M N E Y B A C K T R A C K E D , A ND B E C A M E C RI T I C A L O F T H E L IB Y A 
M ISSI O N 

 

Romney A ttacked President Obama Over L ibya Saying H e Was Muddling The Mission Of 
A Humanitarian No-F ly Zone To A Mission To Remove Gaddafi. In an interview with Mark 

you, when the President 
indicated that this was going to be a humanitarian mission with a no-fly zone I supported him 
and continue to support that mission. But, but I think you are seeing an example of mission creep 
or at least mission muddle because now the President is saying, in what he wrote over the 

different mission for Libya, I would like to hear what it is. Understand the reason for the change 

willing to do yet. I think he needs to report to the American people and to Congress about what 
 [Mark Larson Radio, KCBQ San Diego, 4/20/11] 

 
Under-   -ed with his 
B
apparent that our military is engaged in much more than enforcing a no-fly zone. What we 
are watching in real time is another example of mission creep and mission muddle.  In an op-

http://www.lvrj.com/news/romney-slams-obama-foreign-policy-avoids-libya-119122594.html?ref=594
http://www.lvrj.com/news/romney-slams-obama-foreign-policy-avoids-libya-119122594.html?ref=594
http://www.lvrj.com/news/romney-slams-obama-foreign-policy-avoids-libya-119122594.html?ref=594
http://www.lvrj.com/news/romney-slams-obama-foreign-policy-avoids-libya-119122594.html?ref=594


restricting military force to the limited objective of protecting 
cannot be under-deliberated and ad hoc. The president owes it to the American people and 

[Romney, National Review Op-Ed, 4/21/11] 
 

T H E N , R O M N E Y A T T A C K E D O B A M A F O R C A L L IN G T O R E M O V E Q A DD A F I 
 

Romney A tta
 

expanding United States operations in Libya beyond enforcing a no-fly zone to a wider goal of 
preventing Col. Muammar el-

Libya i  [New York Times, 8/22/11]  
 
 

 
  
  

as the rebels surged through Tripoli, Mr. Romney told Neil Cavuto of Fox Business Network that 

actions, he called on a new Libyan government to extradite the man convicted in the 1988 
8/22/11]  

 

R O M N E Y H AS F L IP-F L OPPE D R EPE A T E D L Y O N A F G H A NIST A N 

R O M N E Y H A D N O ST R A T E G Y F O R A F G H A NIST A N A ND D O D G E D Q U EST I O NS 
O N I T 

 

Employ In  
a little surprised that, having made Afghanistan the center of his anti-terrorist strategy, he says he 

think 

https://dncwebmail.dnc.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=1ca4424c2ebe419a8be0a619a7c2e717&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nationalreview.com%2fcorner%2f265372%2fmission-muddle-libya-mitt-romney
http://thecaucus.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/08/22/g-o-p-candidates-react-to-libya-with-caution-and-indifference/
http://thecaucus.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/08/22/g-o-p-candidates-react-to-libya-with-caution-and-indifference/


-balance. 
, what would I 

have done, I, I  

happening there and what the prospects are. But I certainly would support our troops with the 
additional troops which are being called for by General McChrystal, and provide the equipment 

Byron York, 
Washington Examiner, 9/27/09] 
 

R O M N E Y F L IP-F L OPPE D O N W I T H DR A W IN G T R O OPS F R O M A F G H A NIST A N 
 

 media have not been invited to his events, 

between Romney and the young Afghans and who allowed a reporter to view a video of the 
event. At one point, Romney said he supports a longer-term US presence in Afghanistan and 
asked Afghans for their own suggestions about how the United States can help overcome the 

plans to begin reducing the number of US troops in July with the goal of handing over security to 

 whether 

Boston Globe, 1/14/11] 

 troop reductions in Afghanistan, a reflection of the 

our troops to 
6/23/11] 

 
At 

we've learned that our troops shouldn't go off and try and fight a war of independence for 

[New Hampshire Debate, 6/13/11] 
 

http://file:///C:/Users/dncuser/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/ORYDMPQF/%20http:/www.washingtonexaminer.com/politics/Critical-of-Obamas-Afghan-policybut-hesitant-himself-62158077.html
http://file:///C:/Users/dncuser/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/ORYDMPQF/%20http:/www.washingtonexaminer.com/politics/Critical-of-Obamas-Afghan-policybut-hesitant-himself-62158077.html
http://www.boston.com/news/world/asia/articles/2011/01/14/romney_discusses_democracy_with_young_afghan_leaders/?page=1
http://thecaucus.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/06/22/2012-republicans-respond-to-obama-speech/
http://transcripts.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/1106/13/se.02.html


R O M N E Y F L IP-F L OPPE D O N SE T T IN G T I M E T A B L ES F O R A F G H A NIST A N 
W I T H DR A W A L 

 

ional troops to Afghanistan, but 

6/3/11] 

Down The Surge T roops And Ultimately By 2014, Take Our Footprint - Our Large 
Combat Footprint On 

down the surge troops, and ultimately by 2014, take our footprint -- our large combat footprint 
ou  
 

R O M N E Y C RI T I C I Z E D T H E PR ESID E N T F O R SA Y IN G H E W O U L D T A K E 
UNI L A T E R A L A C T I O N 

 

A G A INST T E RR O RISTS IN PA K IST A N 
 

Targets in Pakistan.  Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney criticized Democrat 
Barack Obama on Friday for vowing to strike al Qaeda targets inside Pakistan if necessary as the 
Obama camp issued a strident defense of his plan. What had been an internecine foreign policy 
battle between rival Democrats Obama, an Illinois senator, and New York Sen. Hillary Clinton, 
spilled into the Republican arena in the heavily contes

trail. Obama on Wednesday said if elected president in November 2008 he would be willing to 
launch military strikes against al Qaeda targets inside Pakistan with or without the approval of 

ence 
about high-

  [Reuters, 8/4/07] 
 

 s 
- -  

governor who is one of the Republican front-

http://www.boston.com/news/local/new_hampshire/articles/2011/06/03/officially_in_romney_all_about_the_economy/?page=2
http://in.reuters.com/article/idINIndia-28811520070804


- - There is a 

Reuters, 8/4/07] 
 

Romney C riticized Obama For Comments About Attacking T er rorists In 
Pakistan.  -
efforts to create a global effort to root out radical Islamic terrorists.  
civilized world to participate with other nations in this civilized effort to help those nations reject 

-timed and ill-
 

 

R O M N E Y B E L I T T L E D PA Y R O L L T A X C U T T H A N SA ID H E W AS F O R 
E X T E NDIN G I T 

 

F L IP: Romney Said Of The Payroll Tax Cut
Temporary Band-

ary little Band-Aids, I want to fundamentally restructure 
 10/11/11] 

 

F L IP: When Told That Not Extending The Payroll Tax Cut Would Be A Tax Increase, 

rich just said he is not 
prepared to raise taxes on the American people in the middle of a slow economy like this. That's 
what would happen if the payroll tax cut is not extended. Do you agree with him, and would you 
also support, when it comes down to it, an extension of the payroll tax cut? ROMNEY: I don't 

reasons why we fought so hard to make sure the Bush tax cuts weren't taken away by President 
Obama. But, look, this issue of deficits and spending is not about just dollars and cents. It's a 
moral issue. It's a moral imperative. We can't continue to pass on massive debts to the next 
generation. We can't continue to put at risk the greatest nation in the history of the Earth because 

Debate, 11/9/11] 

 

http://in.reuters.com/article/idINIndia-28811520070804
http://www.nationaljournal.com/2012-presidential-campaign/full-transcript-bloomberg-washington-post-gop-debate-in-n-h--20111011
http://www.cnbc.com/id/45232734/


A T A X C U T O F  
 

A Typical Middle Class Family Nationwide Making Between $40,000-$50,000 Would See An 

And Dividends Were in Place in 2011.  Over 70 percent of these families would see no benefit at 
all.  [Tax Policy C enter , 6/16/11] 
 

R O M N E Y F L IP-F L OPPE D O N PRI V A T I Z IN G V E T E R A NS H E A L T H C A R E 
 

For H ealth Care. Romney: "Sometimes you wonder, would there be some way to introduce 
some private sector competition, somebody else that could come in an say, you know each 
soldier gets x thousand dollars attributed to them and then they can choose whether they want to 
go into the government system or in a private system with the money that follows them, like 
what happens with schools in Florida where people have a voucher that goes with them, who 
knows." [Romney Veterans Roundtable In Maudlin, SC, 11/11/11] 

a

 

[Nashua Telegraph Editorial Board, 11/21/11] 

### 

 

 

http://www.taxpolicycenter.org/numbers/Content/PDF/T11-0190.pdf

